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Unanimous resolution by the German Parliament, July 2004 

Patronage by the President of the Federal Republic of 

Germany 

Coordinated by the German Commission for UNESCO 

www.bne-portal.de 

Background 

www.bne-portal.de 

2002: World Summit on SD in Johannesburg 

December 20, 2002: General Assembly Resolution: The 

years 2005 until 2014 are declared the „World Decade on 

Education for Sustainable Development“ 

UNESCO as lead agency 
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German Implementation of the UN-Decade at a Glance 
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Coordinating Bodies 

National Committee  

Round Table 

                             
Working 
Groups 

• 30 experts from the fields of science, 
culture parliament, the media,  
representatives of the Federal 
Government and the Standing 
Conference Ministers of Education 

• Instituted by the German Commission 
for UNESCO in 2004  

• Intermediary function between the 
initiators and stakeholders of the 
Decade  

• Publishes and updates the National 
Action Plan, which serves as political 
reference document and statement of 
commitments 
 

• About 130 stakeholders from all over 
Germany (representatives of the 16 
federal states, academia, NGO, 
private sector) attend to the annual 
Round Table meeting  

• Set up by the National Committee 
Germany  

• Members are elected every two years 
 

• Recruited from members of the Round Table and other stakeholders and open to the 
public  

• Representing an important resource in expertise for the implementation of the Decade 
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 WG on Extracurricular Learning („out-of-school“) 

 WG on Initial and Continuing Vocational Education 

 WG on Early Childhood Education 

 WG on Higher Education  

 WG on Informal Learning 

 WG on School Education 

 

 WG on Local Authorities and ESD 

 WG on Biological Diversity 
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The Working-Groups 
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Comprehensive orientation of 

the education system towards 

the concept of sustainable 

development 

1. Further develop the concept of 

education for sustainable development 

and broadly spread good practices 

2. Forge stronger links between individual 

players and stakeholders in education 

for sustainable development 

3. Increase public visibility of education for 

sustainable development 

4. Strengthen international co-operation 

National Action Plan 
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Procedure: 

• Application as ‚Official German Project for 

the Decade‘ or ‚Official German Decade City‘ 

• Award by the National Committee 

• Use of logo for two years 

Objectives: 

• Promote good practice 

• Recognition  

• Visibility of ESD 

 

Decade Projects  
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• Enhance public perception of ESD 

and the activities of the Decade 

• Build a network of actors in all 

fields of education 

• Increase visibility and facilitate 

access to ESD 

ESD Web Portal - Aims 
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Projects of the WG on Higher Education 
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Virtual Academy Sustainability 

www.va-bne.de/en 
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• Forum for bringing together actors from politics 

and civil society 

• Lobbying on the political level 

• Promotion of good practice 

(increase in visibility)  ‚on the 

ground‘ 

• The ongoing process provides 

sound experience for scaling up 

action at all levels and areas of 

education and learning in order to 

accelerate progress towards 

sustainable development  

What the UN Decade in Germany offers 
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Evaluation of the Impact of the UN-Decade in Germany 

National Conference on 

ESD in Bonn, September 

2014 – evaluating the 

Decade, presenting 

highlights and best 

practice, identifying short 

comings and looking ahead 

to implement an 

international programme 

framework on ESD in 

Germany 
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Expectations about UNESCO World Conference on ESD 

• A strong global action programm 

must follow the UN-decade 

• Activits on the ground need more 

support and money to move their 

projects into long lasting 

structures 

• Politicians should be requested to 

deal with the trade-offs of ESD in 

a constructive manner 

 



Thank you for your 

attention? 
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