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Global Citizen’s Conference on DESD 2009 Declaration

Efforts are underway throughout the world to change the way we live and the way society works with the
aim of creating a sustainable society, but raising the momentum of these efforts and extending their reach

into all quarters of society will require the nurturing of people who can drive this transformation.

The Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, an initiative proposed by Japan and adopted by
the United Nations, was launched in 2005 as an important campaign to nurture people throughout the world
to lead our society to the next level of sustainability. At the Decade’s mid-term World Conference held in
Bonn, Germany in March of this year, it was decided that the conference to mark the end of the Decade
would be held in Japan in 2014.

While the official conference organized by Japanese government and UN agencies will comprise the core
of the 2014 event, we have gathered here at the Global Citizen’s Conference on DESD 2009 with the aim
of celebrating the Decade in a more ESD-like manner by involving a broader “All Japan” team
encompassing ordinary citizens along with industry, government, and academia to stage the event as the
DESD World Festival.

Transforming present-day society and its fabric of complex intertwining interests will require all sorts of
bodies to engage in a dialogue to foster mutual understanding, and join forces to take concerted actions. It

is ESD’s role to bring people together and nurture the mindset and skills required to drive such actions.

At this conference, we have reaffirmed how effective dialogue, networking, cooperation and teamwork
between many different bodies can be in promoting ESD and putting it into practice, and how important it
is to establish mechanisms for enabling partnership and a structure for driving that partnership. We have
also discussed what we need to do to promote ESD, including fostering skills in visualizing the issues faced
by society, the importance of creating opportunities for participation and dialogue and the issues involved,
communication skills for generating partnership and teamwork, and grassroots-based policy advocacy to

change the way society functions.

We aim to put these outcomes to good use in future initiatives and drive the growth of ESD through
fostering even wider participation and strengthening partnership and cooperation. We will put out a broad
call for activities to ensure that the DESD World Festival is an event that involves all sectors of Japanese

society.

DESD World Festival Forum
October 2, 2009



